“More than a Game” is a project produced by Brindusa Nastasa (Romania/Germany/UK) and Francesco Conte (Italy) which shows the importance of sports in social inclusion of youth from different ethnic backgrounds.

The short documentary was filmed in Rome (Italy) and in Targu Mures (Romania) and it focuses on the activities of a sport organization named Sport senza Frontiere (Rome) and a youth sports club (Targu Mures). The first part of the film is dedicated in presenting and interviewing Sport senza Frontiere members and staff. It talks about their  task to enhance social inclusion through sports. The second part shows how the same issue is tackled at the Targu Mures Sport Club in Romania.

Both Rome and Targu Mures are particular cases, because Rome has a long standing issue with the Roma community, which is the focus of our interviews in Italy,  while Targu Mures is at the centre of an area in Romania which is historically linked with Hungary. In fact, Targu Mures has been at the centre of ethnical clashes between Romanians of full Romanian origin and those of Hungarian origin. In this area, up to today, close to half of the population speaks Hungarian as first language, making Targu Mures part of a Hungarian speaking enclave in the middle of Romania.

In the Italy, we interviewed a Roma woman who became an employee of the Sport senza Frontiere after carrying a long struggle in the advocacy for the rights of young Roma kids to have better education and access to sports facilities. Also, we interviewed the director of the organization, who explains to us how their inclusion project started out and what is the outcome so far, especially concerning the integration of Roma kids in the organization. Their aim is to welcome kids coming from marginalised social situations and help them practice the sports they like the most.

In the Targu Mures, we interviewed two coaches of field hockey. Their teams include kids with a Romanian, Hungarian and Roma ethnic background. CSS Targu Mures compared to Sport senza Frontiere, is a competitive club and its main goal is to have good players and get the best results at national and international competitions, no matter what the ethnic background of the players is. This is a positive example which shows that ethnical tension between Romanians of different origins (Hungarian, Romanian and Roma) doesn't exist on the playing field.

Sports is the chance all these kids have for a better understanding and a better future.
